BELGIUM, HOLLJND JND SWITZERLAND

cannot but have the right, in case of need, to stride over existences
that cannot defend themselves, but live as parasites upon the rivalries
of the great.

HERMANN ONCKEN,! Suddeutsche Monatshefte,
Sept. 1914, p. 814.

To speak frankly ... the annexation of Belgium and Holland would
by no means be a source of pleasure to us Germans. The inhabitants
of Holland have so deteriorated, as a result of centuries of narrow,
petty existence; they have become so selfish, and a certain portion of
them so shameless, under the Government of empty-headed small
shopkeepers, that their admission to a closer participation in the
existence of the empire is in no way desirable. We may well question
whether these people, as a result of sharing the life of a great State,
could be restored to decency and the spirit of discipline and self-
sacrifice. The same may be said of Belgium, though for other
motives. Her population has been corrupted by the clerical regime,
and where clericalism does not reign supreme, society is undermined
by socialist theories.

It is quite clear, then, to anyone who knows Belgium and Holland,
that there is no reason to waste any enthusiasm over them. If, none
the less, we perceive it to be our duty to annex these two countries,
in some form or other, to the German Empire, it will be not for the
sake of their inhabitants, but in spite of them and under the scourge
of necessity.

DANIEL FRYMANN (HEINRICH CLASS).2    1914.    Bibl. V,
20, pp. 152-6.

BELGIUM'S neutrality has been infringed by France and by Belgium
herself, and not least through secret agreements with Britain; it had
been infringed at the time of the German invasion.

WILHELM FRANZ.    1915.    Bibl. VIII, D. 57, p. 39.

THE picture of German art was rendered narrower, above all, through
the detaching of the northern part of Belgium and what is to-day
Holland. For these territories . . . were once also purely German,
and are still partly so now.

HEINRICH ADOLF ScHMiD.3    1915.    Bibl. X, 5, p. 22.
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